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Abstract 
Roberta K. Olson was dean of the College of Nursing at South Dakota 
State University from 1994 to 2013. This collection is composed of 
materials related to her tenure at Dean of the College of Nursing at 
South Dakota State University. Included are reports, correspondence, 
newspaper clippings, publications, presentations, notes, writings, and 
photographs. 
Biographical Note 
Roberta K. Olson was named dean of the College of Nursing at South Dakota 
State University in 1994. During her tenure, she increased the number of 
entering students each year from 136 to 304. The number of graduate 
students more than doubled. She established an online master’s degree 
program in 2002 and started a Ph.D. program in nursing in 2005, and a 
doctor or nursing practice degree program in 2009. 
Dean Olson holds bachelors and master’s degrees in nursing from South 
Dakota State University. She earned a doctorate in organization and 
administration of higher education from Saint Louis University. She received 
the Sr. Bernadette Armiger Award from the American Association of Colleges 
of Nursing. 
Dean Olson conducted research in Nursing Science, Allied Health Science 
and Medical Science Nursing.  
Contents Note 
The Roberta K. Olson papers are composed of materials related to her 
tenure at Dean of the College of Nursing at South Dakota State University. 
Included are reports, correspondence, newspaper clippings, publications, 
presentations, notes, writings, and photographs. 
Related Resources 
College of Nursing records, UA 12. South Dakota State University Archives 
and Special Collections, Hilton M. Briggs Library, Brookings, South Dakota. 
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Project: White Papers 
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3 3 South Dakota State University 125th Anniversary 
Celebration 
2006 
3 4 South Dakota State University Summary of Faculty 
Awards 
2002 
3 5 Simulation Laboratory U.S.D.S.U Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony 
2006 
3 6 Statewide Project for Nursing and Nursing 
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